
Parable of the Lost Son 

Luke 15:11–32 

Main Point 

Rejoice at God’s gracious forgiveness toward repentant sinners.  

I. God graciously receives repentant sinners. (15:11–24) 

A. Sinners take advantage of the gracious blessings of God. 

1. The youngest son demands his inheritance and the father 

graciously gave it to him. 

2. The youngest son took the blessing of the inheritance and 

squandered it with riotous living.  

B. Sinners who repent will be received by the Father.  

1. The son, who decided to return to his father, humbled 

himself and prepared to be welcomed not as a son but as a 

slave.  

2. The father, who looked for the return of his lost son, 

welcomed him back not just as a son but as a celebrated 

and honored son.  

II. God lovingly confronts self-righteous sinners. (15:25–32) 

A. The oldest son remained with the father, serving faithfully in 

the field.  

B. The oldest son became angry at his father’s reception of the 

repentant son.  

C. The father gently confronted the oldest son, calling him to 

rejoice at the repentance and reception of the prodigal son.  
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