Peter in the Presence of the Lord
Luke 5:1-11

Luke 5:8 “When Simon Peter saw i, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for [
am a sinful man, O Lord!”

“Indeed, we can discern still more clearly from the bodily senses how much we are deluded in
estimating the powers of the soul. For if in broad daylight we either look down upon the ground
or survey whatever meets our view round about, we seem to ourselves endowed with the
strongest and keenest sight; yet when we look up to the sun and gaze straight at it, that power of
sight which was particularly strong on earth is at once blunted and confused by a great brilliance,
and thus we are compelled to admit that our keenness in looking upon things earthly is sheer
dullness when it comes to the sun. So it happens in estimating our spiritual goods. As long as we
do not look beyond the earth, being quite content with our own righteousness, wisdom, and
virtue, we flatter ourselves most sweetly, and fancy ourselves all but demigods. Suppose we but
once begin to raise our thoughts to God, and to ponder his nature, and how completely perfect
are his righteousness, wisdom, and power—the straightedge to which we must be shaped. Then,
what masquerading earlier as righteousness was pleasing in us will soon grow filthy in 1ts
consummate wickedness. What wonderfully impressed us under the name of wisdom will stink
in its very foolishness. What wore the face of power will prove itself the most miserable
weakness. That is. what in us seems perfection itself corresponds ill to the purity of God.”

(John Calvin, nstitutes of the Christian Religion, Edited by John T. McNeill, Translated by Ford Lewis Battles. Vol.
|. The Library of Christian Classics [Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2011, 38])

Main Point: When you see Jesus for Who He is, you will rightly understand yourself for who
you are.

I. Who Jesus Is

A. Herald of the Word (v. 1)

B. Teacher to the Multitudes (vv. 2-3)

C. Sovereign over Creation (vv. 4-7)

D. Holy in Nature (v. 8)

E. Captain of your Calling (v. 10)




II. Who You Are

A. Apart from Christ

I. Rebel to a Lost Cause (v. 5)

2. Sinner Without Hope (v. 8)

B. In Christ

I. Welcomed with Open Arms (v. 10a)

2. New Creation with a Purpose (v. 10b—11)
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